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1 Summary

A deficiency of platelets results from a reduced production in the bone marrow (formation disor
der) or from an increased loss (consumption disorder). The patient's risk is largely determined 
by the extent of thrombocytopenia (platelet count), its duration, the respective disease etiol
ogy, and other patient-specific factors (e.g., age-related vascular fragility, comorbidity, or anti
coagulant medication). For prognosis, a rapid diagnosis with recording of the pathogenesis is 
crucial, as effective treatments are available for most thrombocytopenias, which can signifi
cantly reduce the morbidity and mortality of thrombocytopenia and/or its underlying systemic 
disease.

2 Therapy

The current treatment algorithm is depicted in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Diagnostic algorithm for thrombocytopenia 
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